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Overview 
 
Title:   José Fernández Partagás Papers, 1935-1997  
 
Collection No.: CHC0504 
 
Volume:   2.5 linear ft (five boxes) 
 
Repository:  Cuban Heritage Collection, University of Miami Libraries 
 
Abstract:  The José Fernández Partagás Papers consist of materials on Atlantic and 

Caribbean hurricanes and storms since the 1800s, including manuscripts, 
publications, and personal memorabilia. 

 
Administrative Information 
 
Acquisition Information: 
 
Processed by:  Ana Rosa Núñez, November1997.  Updated by María R. Estorino, 

September 2003. 
 
Encoded by:  Giselle Fernández, October 2003 
 
Access Restrictions: This collection is open for research. 
 
Preferred Citation: José Fernadez Partagás Papers, Cuban Heritage Collection, University of 

Miami Libraries, Coral Gables, Florida 
 
Copyright Statement: 

© 2003 University of Miami. All rights reserved.  
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Biographical Note 
 
José J. Fernández Partagás was born in Havana, Cuba on May 14, 1935. In 1954 he graduated 
from the Instituto Edison de Bachiller en Ciencias y Letras. In 1960 he received from the 
University of Havana a doctorate in math, and in 1964 he received his MS in Meteorology from 
Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida.  
 
His areas of specialization were weather analysis, specialized forecasting, climatology, hurricane 
studies, and tropical meteorology. He held the following professional positions: 
 
• Meteorologist, Cuban National Observatory (1960 -1961) 
 
• Graduate Assistant, Department of Meteorology, Florida State University (1962-1964)  
 
• Meteorological Offices, Department of Civil Aviation, Nassau, Bahamas (1965-1966) 
 
• Research Associate, Division of Meteorology and Physical Oceanography, University of 

Miami, 1967-1987 
 
• Honorary Research Associate, Remote Sensing Lab, College of Engineering, University of 

Miami, 1987-1990 
 
• Consulting meteorologist and private researcher in meteorology, 1990-1997 
 
Fernández Partagás wrote a great amount of articles and papers and gave numerous lectures 
sponsored by scientific organizations.  He was also a guest weather expert on talk shows on 
various Spanish radio and TV stations. 
 
José J. Fernández Partagás died in the Otto G. Richter Library of the University of Miami on 
August 23, 1997.   
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Scope and Content Note  
 
The José Fernández Partagás Papers consist of research materials on Atlantic and Caribbean 
hurricanes and storms since the 1800s, including manuscripts, publications, and personal 
memorabilia. 
 
Series Descriptions 
 
Series I: Manuscripts, n.d., 1994-1997 (boxes 1-2) contains quarterly reports prepared by José 
Fernández Partagás for the Environmental Research Laboratories of the National Oceanographic 
and Atmospheric Administration (ERL-NOAA) in the 1990s on storms dating from 1877 
through 1908 as well as storm tracks from 1851 through 1910.  It is divided into two sub-series: 
Sub-series A: ERL-NOAA Quarterly Reports, 1994-1997 and Sub-series B: Storm Tracks. 
 
Series II: Publications (boxes 3-4):  This series contains published articles written by Fernández 
Partagás as well reports published for the ERL-NOAA. 
 
Series III: Topical Files (box 5):  This series contains correspondence, curriculum vitae and 
photographs as well material related to his death in 1997.  
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Container List 
 
Series I: Manuscripts, n.d., 1994-1997 
 
Box Folder  Folder Title 
 
   Sub-series A: ERL-NOAA Quarterly Reports, 1994-1997 
 
1 1  “Storms of 1877-1880,” 1995 
 2  “Storms of 1887,” 1996 
 3  “Storms of 1888-1890,” 1996 
 4  “Storms of1851-1857,” 1994 
 5  “Storms of 1858-1864,” 1994 
 6  “Storms of1865-1870,” 1994 
 7  “Storms of 1881-1883,” 1995 
 8  “Storms of 1884-1886,” 1995 
 9  “Storms of 1894-1897,” 1996 
 10  “Storms of 1891-1893,” 1996 
 11  “Storms of 1898-1900” (Part II), 1996 
 12  “Storms of 1901-1904,” 1997 
 13  “Storms of 1905-1908,” 1997 
 
   Sub-series B: Storm Tracks 
 
2 14  Storms of 1851-1885 
 15   1851-1900 
  
 16  Manuscripts: Storms of 1909-1910 
 17   1891-1893 
 18   1906-1908 
 19   1901-1903 
 20   1905-1908 
 21   1901-1904 
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Series II: Publications 
 
Box Folder  Folder Title 
 
3 22-23  NOAA publications, n.d. 
 
   Sub-series A: Articles by José Fernández Partagás 
  
 24  “El Gordon Dunn que yo conocí,” 1994 
 
 25  “A dos años del huracán Andrew,” 1994 
 

26  “Impact on Hurricane History of a Revised Lowest Pressure at Havana 
(Cuba) during the October 11, 1846 Hurricane,” 1993 

 
 27  “Quincuagésimo Aniversario de la Muerte del Padre Muerte del Padre  
   Mariano Gutierrez-Lanza, S.J.,” 1993 
 
 28  “Hurricanes Near Miami,” 1993  
 
 29  “Un estudio sobre los huracanes de Cuba (1900 – 1992), 1993 
 
 30  “El Padre Benito Viñes: notable contribuyente al conocimiento de los  
     huracanes,” 1993 
 
 31   “Father Benito Viñes: An Outstanding Contributor to Hurricane  
    Knowledge,” 1993 
 
 32  “El huracán de San Lucas visto a cincuenta años de haber ocurrido,”  

1994 
 

 33  “Palabras de un centenario,” 1993 
 
 34  “Cómo el Padre Benito Viñes hubiera visto el huracán Andrew,” 1993 
 
 35  “El papel del Padre Benito Viñes, S.J. en el conocimiento del huracán 

   visto a cien años de su muerte,” 1993 
 
36  “Huracanes,” 1991 
 
37  “¿Habrá otro “Andrew” en el sur de la Florida esta año?” 1993 
 
38  “Félix V. de Osa en la meteorología,” 1994 

 
 39  “Gordon: A Complex Weather System,” 1994 
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Series II: Publications (cont.) 
 
Box Folder  Folder Title 
 
   Sub-series A: Articles by José Fernández Partagás (cont.) 

 
3 40  “¿Habrá otro hurácan Andrew este año?,” 1993  

 
41  “History’s Deadly Atlantic Hurricanes,” 1995 
 
42  “Tropical Storm and Hurricane Frequency Trends Over the Last 50  
  Years,” 1994 
 
43  “El Padre Benito Viñes en el Monthly Weather Review,” 1996 
 
44  “Perspectivas acerca de la temporada ciclónica de 1997,” 1997 
 
45  “Poey, Viñes y Millás: contribuyentes de Cuba al conocimiento básico de  
  la meteorología, “ 1991 
 
46  “Atlanta Hurricanes in the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century,” 1996 
 
47  “Andrés Poey, científico y filósofo cubano,” 1988 
 
48  “La época de oro de la meteorología en Cuba,” 1995 
 
49  “El Niño and Climate Prediction,” 1994 
 
50  “El Padre Benito Viñes en el Monthly Weather Review,” 1996 
 
51  List of Storms, 1898-1990, 1901-1904 
 
52   “Nota acerca del Padre Benito Viñes, S.J., genio de poboleda,” 1993 
 
53  “Poey, Viñes y Millás: contribuyentes de Cuba al conocimiento básico de  
  la meteorología,” 1991 
 
54  “Nunca subestime al huracán,” 1992 
 
55  “Impresiones de una temporada e huracanes,” 1991 
 
56   “Will There Be another Andrew in South Florida This Year?,” 1993 
 

 
Series II: Publications (cont.) 
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Box Folder  Folder Title 
 
   Sub-series A: Articles by José Fernández Partagás (cont.) 

 
3 57  “Likelihood of Below Normal Activity during the Hurricane Season for a  

  Fourth Consecutive Year,” 1994 
 
58   “Atlantic Hurricanes in the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century,” 1996 
 
59  “Probabilidades de huracán en sur de la Florida,” 1994  
 
60   “La época de oro de la meteorología en Cuba.” 1995 
 
61  “History of the Deadliest Atlantic Tropical Cyclones since the Discovery  
  of the New World,” 1997 
 
62  “The 1994 Atlantic Hurricane Season: Below Normal Tropical Storm and  
  Hurricane Activity for a Fourth Consecutive Year,” 1994 
 
63  “Impact on Hurricane History of a Revised Lowest Pressure at Havana  
  (Cuba) during the October 11, 1846 Hurricane,” 1993 
 
64  “Perspectivas cerca de la temporada ciclónica de 1997,” 1997 
 
65  “El Padre Benito Viñes y el Primer Pronóstico de huracanes” 
 
66  “Memorable Atlantic Coast Hurricanes of the 20th Century,” 1992 
 
67  “Father Benito Viñes, S.J. and His Role in Hurricane Knowledge,” 1988 
 
68  “Causas de la catástrofe de Santa Cruz del Sur,” 1994 
 
69  “El Padre Benito Viñes en el Monthly Weather Review,” 1996 
  

4 70  “A Reconstruction of Historical Tropical Cyclone Frequency in the  
   Atlantic from Documentary and Other Historical Sources 1851-1900:  
   Part I: 1851-1870,” 1995 
 
 71  “A Reconstruction of Historical Tropical Cyclone Frequency in the  
   Atlantic from Documentary and Other Historical Sources 1851-1900:  
   Part II: 1871-1880,” 1995 
 
 
Series II: Publications (cont.) 
 
Box Folder  Folder Title 
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   Sub-series A: Articles by José Fernández Partagás (cont.) 

 
4 72  “A Reconstruction of Historical Tropical Cyclone Frequency in the  
   Atlantic from Documentary and Other Historical Sources, 1851-1900:  
   Part III: 1881-1890,” 1996 
 
 73  “A Reconstruction of Historical Tropical Cyclone Frequency in the 

 Atlantic from Documentary and Other Historical Sources, 1851-1900:  
Part IV: 1891-1900,” 1996 

 
 74  “A Historically Significant Revision of Atlantic Tropical Cyclone  
   Frequency 1851-1900: Final Report Supplement,” 1996 
 
 75  “The Deadliest Atlantic Tropical Cyclone, 1492-1994,” 1995 
 
 76  “A Reconstruction of Historical Tropical Cyclone Frequency in the  

Atlantic from Documentary and Other Historical Sources, Final Report,” 
1995 

 
 77  “Atlantic Hurricanes in Second Half of the 19th Century”  
 
 78  “On the Importance of Newspaper Information in Documenting Early  
    Hurricanes,” 1992 
 

 
Series III: Topical Files 
 
Box Folder  Folder Title 
 
5 79  Activities 
 

80  Correspondence 
 

81  Clippings 
 

82  Curriculum Vitae 
 

83  In Memoriam 
 

84  Photographs 
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