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CHC0476 Federico Sánchez Villalba Papers

Summary information

Repository: University of Miami Cuban Heritage Collection

Title: Federico Sánchez Villalba Papers

ID: CHC0476

Date: 1917-1943 (date of creation)

Physical description: Boxes

Language: Spanish

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Federico Sánchez Villalba, born on September 17, 1912 and died on July 8, 1965, was one of five children
to América Ruiz García and José Sánchez Villalba.
He began to show interest in drawing at the age of eleven. This led him to design in some of the most
famous fashion houses such as Bernahew, Horas, Salas, and others. He also triumphed with the designs he
presented for the ballets of the "Pro Arte Musical."
In 1933, he left Cuba for the United States where he attended classes at New York's Grand Central School
of Art for a year. It was at that learning institution that Villalba further developed his skill at designing
fashion. He returned to Cuba and became the editor of a magazine that was collaborated by different
artists, poets, and writers. The magazine was titled Sketches and it was published between 1938 and 1939.
As he grew in talent and recognition, he continued to receive more awards. In Cuba he received awards
and recognition for his artistic endeavors. In 1936, he received an honorable mention in Circulo de Bellas
Artes and had two art exhibitions at the Lyceum in Havana. In October 1941, Villalba had his first one
man art show at the Lyceum in Havana.
Villalba was also well known for his stage and costume designs that he created for different dance
companies throughout Cuba. In 1937, he designed for the ballet company of Maria Andrews. He also
decorated for the "La Fiesta de la Guitarra," (the party of the guitar) which was organized by the Society
for Art and Music in Cuba. In 1940, he designed the ballet "Dioné," and in March of 1941, he designed
costumes for "Muñecos Fantasticos," and during that same period, he also designed costumes for
"Scheherezade."
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Scope and content

The papers of Federico Sánchez Villalba contain letters, photographs, clippings costume and stage
designs, as well as fashion designs and some original art work.

Notes

Title notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Gift of Silvia Vasseur, 1995.

Restrictions on access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions governing use

Requests to publish or display materials from this collection require written permission from the rights
owner. Please, contact chc@miami.edu for more information.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Description identifier: ArchonInternalCollectionID:291

Access points

• Photographs (documentary form)
• Costume design -- Drawings (subject)
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