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CHC0346 María Luisa Guerrero Collection

Summary information

Repository: University of Miami Cuban Heritage Collection

Title: María Luisa Guerrero Collection

ID: CHC0346

Physical description: 3.00 linear ft. (6 boxes)

Language: Spanish

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Born in Havana, María Luisa Guerrero received a doctoral degree from the University of Havana.
Guerrero taught at several schools in the Havana area, including Ceiba del Agua in Rancho Boyeros and
Jose Marti in Maríanao. In the 1930s, she served on the Board of Directors of the Lyceum and Lawn
Tennis Club, a women’s organization dedicated to the promotion of Cuban culture and the role of women
in the intellectual development of Cuba. During this time she also met Elena Mederos with whom she
undertook many projects focusing on social welfare issues.
Guerrero was active in several political groups. She served on the Executive Committee of the
Movimiento de Resistencia Civica (Civic Resistance Movement) and joined the Movimiento
Revolucionario del Pueblo (People’s Revolutionary Movement) upon its foundation in 1959 and was a
member of its National Executive Committee through 1961, when she left Cuba as an exile. In the United
States, María Luisa worked in UNICEF with Elena Mederos, and in 1967, she returned to teaching as a
Spanish professor and head of the Language Department in Paul VI Regional High School, Clifton, New
Jersey.

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Elena Mederos (1900-1981) was a human rights and women’s rights activist born in Havana, Cuba.
Mederos was born on January 13, 1900, in Havana and married Hilario González Arrieta on July 2, 1924.
She founded the School of Social Services of the University of Havana and the Foundation for Social
Services, a private organization devoted to develop standards and programs for children’s institutions in
Cuba.
When Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba in 1959, Mederos became minister of social welfare but resigned
five months later. Mederos fled to the United States in 1961 and immediately joined UNICEF. After trips
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to Africa and Latin America, she returned to New York and founded Of Human Rights, an organization
devoted to informing U.S. politicians and scholars of the plight of Cuban political prisoners. She also
founded a successful Cuban exile lobby that was instrumental in the release of thousands of political
prisoners. Elena Mederos died in Washington, DC, on September 25, 1981.

Scope and content

The María Luisa Guerrero Collection contains reports, clippings, and articles about Cuba and Cuban
exiles during the 1930s to the 1980s, material on the Lyceum and Lawn Tennis Club, and the feminist
movement in Cuban society. The collection also contains extensive accounts about Elena Mederos, human
rights issues, and the plight of Cuban political prisoners.

Notes

Title notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Gift of María Luisa Guerrero, 1992.

Arrangement

The María Luisa Guerrero Collection is organized into two series.
Please see the Finding Aid/Inventory section of this guide for more detailed information.

Restrictions on access

This collection is unrestricted.

Conditions governing use

Requests to publish or display materials from this collection require written permission from the rights
owner. Please, contact chc@miami.edu for more information.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Description identifier: ArchonInternalCollectionID:51
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Access points

• Guerrero, Mar¡a Luisa (subject)
• Cuba -- Politics and government (place)

Series descriptions

Series id138243: María Luisa Guerrero

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id138244 File - 1
id138245 File - Clippings: Bay of Pigs 1 1
id138246 File - Castro, Fidel 1 2
id138247 File - Communism 1 3
id138248 File - Cuba 1 4
id138249 File - Cuban Exiles 1 5
id138250 File - Cuban Personalities 1 6
id138251 File - Human Rights 1 7
id138252 File - Manach, Jorge 1 8
id138253 File - Peláez, Amelia 1 9
id138254 File - Political Prisoners 1 10
id138255 File - Torriente, Cosme de la 1 11
id138256 File - Watergate 1 12
id138257 File - Conferences: Las Ideas Feministas

y Sociales de Elena Mederos
1 13

id138258 File - Correspondence: From M. L.
Guerrero

1 14

id138259 File - To M. L. Guerrero 1 15
id138260 File - Council for Health and Welfare

Services
1 16

id138261 File - Escuela de Servicio Social 1 17
id138262 File - Simón, Josh G. 1 18
id138263 File - University of Minnesota 1 19
id138264 File - Manuscript:“Una mujer con perfil

para la historia”: Chapters I-VIII
1 20

id138265 File - Chapters IX-XII 1 21
id138266 File - Pamphlets: La Agonía de Cuba:

1959-64
1 22

id138267 File - Un carpintero en la
construccióUndatedl Socialismo

1 23
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id138268 File - Cuba: anécdotas de la enseñanza
comunista

1 24

id138269 File - Democracy vs. Communism 1 25
id138270 File - La destruccióUndated la escuela

privada on Cuba
1 26

id138271 File - Martí y los norteamericanos en su
propia palabras

1 27

id138272 File - Un pueblo traicio undated 1 28
id138273 File - 2
id138274 File - A los pueblos de América Latina 2 29
id138275 File - El reordenamiento constitucional

de las magistraturas del estado
2 30

id138276 File - “Sanguily intimo.” BoletiUndated
la Academia Hondureña de la Lengua.
Año XXIV, No. 26. Separata

2 31

id138277 File - Siete formas de vencer al
Comunismo

2 32

id138278 File - Las Teorías del Castrismo 2 33
id138279 File - Juegos deportivos

centroamericanos y del Caribe
2 34

id138280 File - Periodicals: Acen News 2 35
id138281 File - Cuban Heritage 2 36
id138282 File - Current History 2 37
id138283 File - Derechos Humanos 2 38
id138284 File - Encounter 2 39
id138285 File - Hoja Doctrinal 2 40
id138286 File - Newsweek 2 41
id138287 File - Of Human Rights 2 42
id138288 File - Project: Fundación Elena Mederos 2 43
id138289 File - Radio Broadcasting: "La Voz de

Cuba"
2 44

id138290 File - Report: "Las mentiras de Fidel
Castro"

2 45

id138291 File - Topical Files: Batista, Fulgencio 2 46
id138292 File - Bogota (Colombia) 2 47
id138293 File - Consejo Revolucionario de Cuba 2 48
id138294 File - Cuban Chamber of Commerce 2 49
id138295 File - Cuban Refugees 2 50
id138296 File - Feminism 2 51
id138297 File - Frente Revolucionario

Democrdticc
2 52

id138298 File - Human Rights 2 53
id138299 File - Lyceum and Lawn Tennis Club 2 54
id138300 File - N. F. T. C. Cuba Committee

Meeting
2 55

id138301 File - Organization of American States 2 56
id138302 File - 3
id138303 File - Political Prisoners 3 57
id138304 File - Prayers for Political Prisoners 3 58
id138305 File - Pujals Mederos, José 3 59
id138306 File - UNICEF 3 60

University of Miami Cuban Heritage Collection  Page 6



CHC0346 María Luisa Guerrero Collection

id138307 File - US Government Documents:
Comisión Interamericana de Derechos
Humanos

3 61

id138308 File - Educational Data: Cuba 3 62
id138309 File - Nutrition Status Survey of the

Sixth Grade School Population of Cuba
3 63

id138310 File - U.S. Trade Embargo of Cuba 3 64

Series id138311: Elena Mederos

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id138312 File - 4
id138313 File - Archival Material List 4 65
id138314 File - Award 4 66
id138315 File - Biography 4 67
id138316 File - Correspondence: From E. Mederos 4 68
id138317 File - To E. Mederos 4 69
id138318 File - Genealogy 4 70
id138319 File - Homage 4 71
id138320 File - Interviews 4 72
id138321 File - List of Publications 4 73
id138322 File - Notes and Cards 4 74
id138323 File - Photographs 4 75
id138324 File - Slides: Mederos, Elena: Cuba 4 76
id138325 File - Ceiba del Agua 4 77
id138326 File - Mederos, Elena: New York:

Columbia University
4 78

id138327 File - Peláez, Amelia: Painting Collection 4 79
id138328 File - Surveys (Unanswered) 4 80
id138329 File - 5
id138330 File - Testimonies of E. Mederos 5 81
id138331 File - United Nations: Fondo de las

Naciones UUndateds para la Infancia
5 82

id138332 File - United Nations Children’s Fund 5 83
id138333 File - Works 1944-1959 5 84
id138334 File - Works 1964 5 85
id138335 File - Works 1967 5 86
id138336 File - Works 1969 5 87
id138337 File - Works 1974 5 88
id138338 File - Works 1977 5 89
id138339 File - Works 1979 5 90
id138340 File - Works 1980 5 91
id138341 File - Unpublished 5 92
id138342 File - 6
id138343 File - Audiotapes: Homage 1980 6 1
id138344 File - Audiotapes: Homage 6 2
id138345 File - Audiotapes: Homage 6 3
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id138346 File - Speeches 6 4
id138347 File - Scrapbooks: Articles and

Memorabilia
6 5

id138348 File - Scrapbooks: Articles and
Memorabilia

6 6
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