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Summary information

Repository: University of Miami University Archives

Title: Soviet civil defense - urban evacuation and dispersal: final report
[faculty publication]

ID: ASU0229

Date: 1972 May (date of creation)

Physical description: Items

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Dr. Leon Goure was a political scientist, Sovietologist and expert on Soviet civil defense. He was born
in Moscow on November 1, 1922 and his family immigrated to the United States in 1940 through Berlin
and Paris. In 1943, he was back in Germany as an infantryman fighting in the Battle of the Bulge and
later served in counterintelligence, where he used his fluency in German, French and Russian to interview
Nazis and their collaborators who were being held after the war.
After discharge, he received an undergraduate degree from New York University in 1947, a master's
from Columbia University in 1949 and a doctorate from Georgetown University in 1961. He became
an analyst with the Rand Corp. in Washington in 1954 and in 1959 transferred to Rand's Santa Monica,
Calif., branch, where he began to develop his ideas on civil defense. He also advised President Lyndon B.
Johnson's administration on military policy in Vietnam.
In 1969, he moved to the University of Miami's Center for Advanced International Studies, where he
was director of Soviet studies. In 1980, he joined Science Applications International Corp., a McLean
consulting firm, and was director of Russian and Central Eurasian studies until his retirement in 2004. He
was the author or co-author of more than a dozen books, including "The Siege of Leningrad" (1962) and
"Civil Defense in the Soviet Union" (1962).
Dr. Goure died on March 16, 2007 of congestive heart failure in Arlington.
[source: Joe Holley, Washington Post, April 5, 2007]
Dr. Leon Goure was a political scientist, Sovietologist and expert on Soviet civil defense.  He was born
in Moscow on November 1, 1922 and his family immigrated to the United States in 1940 through Berlin
and Paris.  In 1943, he was back in Germany as an infantryman fighting in the Battle of the Bulge and
later served in counterintelligence, where he used his fluency in German, French and Russian to interview
Nazis and their collaborators who were being held after the war.
After discharge, he received an undergraduate degree from New York University in 1947, a master's
from Columbia University in 1949 and a doctorate from Georgetown University in 1961.  He became
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an analyst with the Rand Corp. in Washington in 1954 and in 1959 transferred to Rand's Santa Monica,
Calif., branch, where he began to develop his ideas on civil defense. He also advised President Lyndon B.
Johnson's administration on military policy in Vietnam.
In 1969, he moved to the University of Miami's Center for Advanced International Studies, where he
was director of Soviet studies. In 1980, he joined Science Applications International Corp., a McLean
consulting firm, and was director of Russian and Central Eurasian studies until his retirement in 2004.  He
was the author or co-author of more than a dozen books, including "The Siege of Leningrad" (1962) and
"Civil Defense in the Soviet Union" (1962).
Dr. Goure died on March 16, 2007 of congestive heart failure in Arlington.
[source: Joe Holley, Washington Post, April 5, 2007]

Scope and content

The 46-page publication "Soviet Civil Defense - Urban Evacuation and Dispersal: Final Report" was
written by Dr. Leon Goure, Director of Soviet Studies, Center for Advanced International Studies of the
University of Miami in May 1972.
The report was prepared for the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency, Office of the Secretary of Defense
under DCPA Contract Number DAHC20-70-C-0309, DCPA Work Unit 4212A.

Notes

Title notes

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Description identifier: ArchonInternalCollectionID:1357

Access points

• United States. Advanced Research Projects Agency (U.S.)
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