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Summary information

Repository: University of Miami Special Collections

Title: Calvin Shedd papers

ID: ASM0383

Date: 1862-1863 (date of creation)

Date: 1862-1863 (date of creation)

Physical description: Boxes

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Calvin Shedd was born in Tewksbury, Massachusetts in 1826. A devoted husband and father, Shedd
enlisted in the New Hampshire Volunteers, Seventh Regiment in 1861, at the age of thirty-five, and
served with conviction and dedication for two years. Shedd mustered into service as a private with
Company C, on November 6, 1861. He was appointed sergeant on November 15, 1861, and achieved the
rank of first sergeant on July 4, 1862. Shedd was promoted to second lieutenant, Company A, on July
23, 1862, and discharged with a disability on December 31, 1863. Shedd returned to New England and
then traveled to Illinois and Indiana to support his family in the years after the Civil War. He eventually
returned to New England and died in Tewksbury, Massachusetts on June 11, 1891 at the age of sixty-five.
Much of Shedd's life remains a mystery.

Scope and content

The Calvin Shedd Papers consists of approximately fifty letters and documents of a Civil War soldier
stationed in Florida from 1862-1863. Calvin Shedd served with Company A and Company C of
the 7th New Hampshire Regiment. Shedd and his family, a wife and three daughters, were frequent
correspondents. The documents consist only of Calvin Shedd's letters, with no responses from family
members available. The letters comprise a fascinating, thoughtful summary of one man's experiences
during this tragic era of American history. The lengthy, detailed letters offer an insightful view of Shedd's
military activities, observations on life in Florida, and his concerns for the wife and three daughters he left
behind in New Hampshire.
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The Seventh Regiment left New Hampshire on January 14, 1862, and traveled to New York where
soldiers passed a month of relative inactivity. On February 13, 1862, orders directed the troops to the
Dry Tortugas in Florida. Six companies under the command of Colonel Putnam embarked on the S.R.
Mallory, and four companies under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel Abbott left on the barque, Tycoon.
The Tycoon reached the Dry Tortugas in sixteen days, the S. R. Mallory arrived six days later. Two men
died of an outbreak of yellow fever on the Tycoon, a sampling of things to come in the weeks and months
ahead.
The Dry Tortugas, located at the far end of the Florida Keys, served as a principal depot for the
distribution of rations and munitions to union forts and military posts in the area. The Seventh Regiment
was stationed at Fort Jefferson, where "good quarters were arranged and other preparations made for the
comfort of officers and men." Primary duties for soldiers consisted of garrison and fatigue duty, with
military drill in infantry and heavy artillery.
On June 16, 1862, the regiment embarked for Port Royal, South Carolina, and arrived safely on July 22,
1862. Troops remained here, engaged primarily in picket and guard duty, until a September 15, 1862,
re-assignment to st. Augustine, Florida. In st. Augustine the major effort was on recruitment, as the
regiment lost some two hundred men to death and discharge since leaving New Hampshire. The regiment
remained in st. Augustine until May, 1863, when it was ordered to Fernandia, Florida, to relieve the
Seventh Connecticut Regiment, and then to Hilton Head, South Carolina, in preparation for efforts to
attack Charleston. ln June, 1863, fortified with approximately one hundred new recruits, the regiment
headed to Folly Island, to prepare the batteries that would support the landing of forces.
The unsuccessful assault on Fort Wagner cost more than two hundred lives, including many important
officers. The regiment remained stationed on Morris Island for five months of intensely warm weather,
serving duty in trenches, on picket and in fatigue. On December 20, 1863, the regiment left Morris Island,
and prepared for a return trip to Florida.

Notes

Title notes

Restrictions on access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions governing use

Calvin Shedd Papers Finding Aid © 2009 University of Miami. All rights reserved. Requests to
reproduce or publish materials from this collection should be directed to asc.library@miami.edu.

Related material

An online exhibit titled "The Calvin Shedd Papers. The Civil War in Florida: Letters of a New
Hampshire Soldier" has been designed for this collection.
Information about related materials is available at http://scholar.library.miami.edu/shedd/
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Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Description identifier: ArchonInternalCollectionID:761

Access points

• Letters (documentary form)
• Cuba -- Regimental histories -- New Hampshire (place)
• Dry Tortugas (Fla.) (place)
• Florida -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 (place)
• United States -- Correspondence (place)
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 (place)

Series descriptions

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id380734 File - 1
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