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ASM0209 Thomas J. Wood papers

Summary information

Repository: University of Miami Special Collections

Title: Thomas J. Wood papers

ID: ASM0209

Date: 1943-1966 (date of creation)

Date: 1953-1965 (date of creation)

Physical description: Boxes

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Professor Thomas J. Wood graduated from Williams college in 1932 and completed graduate study at
Harvard University in 1947. In the same year, Wood joined the University of Miami faculty as a professor
of government. As a member of the Government Department, Wood participated in the University of
Miami "Impact Study" of local governments in Greater Miami which the University of Miami conducted
for the Miami Metropolitan Municipal (3M) Board. The Board, founded in 1953, drafted legislation for
the reorganization and consolidation of local county and city governments.

Scope and content

Thomas J. Wood was professor of government at the University of Miami. The Wood Papers document
the move to consolidate the city of Miami and Dade county governments.  Legislation introduced in 1945
represented the first effort to combine local governments and alleviate conflicts and confusion resulting
from overlapping city and county functions.  The various municipalities, however, opposed the bill. 
Although a similar effort was made in 1947, no change occurred until 1953 when the Metropolitan Miami
Municipal Board organized to draft a new plan for municipal and county government in Dade County.  As
the Board's initial step, it hired the University of Miami Government Department to supervise a survey of
Greater Miami governments. The university contracted a firm of professional government consultants, the
Public Administration Service of Chicago, to begin research.  Members of the Government Department
reviewed the findings and reported to the 3M board.  A special Charter Board of the  3M board drafted
a charter and legislation to reorganize local government and initiated a campaign to promote metro
government.
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The Wood papers include political advertisements, correspondence, minutes of meetings, clippings,
transcripts of radio broadcasts, survey forms and government reports.

Notes

Title notes

Arrangement

The Thomas Wood Papers contain, in SERIES I, Miami local government papers including political
advertisements, correspondence, minutes of meetings of the Board of County Commissioners, Board
of Public Instruction and of organizations such as the Metropolitan Miami Municipal Board, the Dade
County Research Foundation and others.  Newspaper clippings, transcripts of radio broadcasts and
other documents, survey forms and reports on the governments of greater Miami also comprise a
portion of the papers.
The files contain correspondence, memos, financial and membership records of the Dade County
Research Foundation, the 3M Board and other organizations, as well as forms and reports of data
on cities including statistics on housing costs, and on local governments including information on
services and expenditures. Drafts of bills, budgets, statements to the 3M board, propaganda, records of
supporters and opponents of metro government and a record of metro government activities 1956-58
also appear in SERIES I.
SERIES II contains newspaper clippings from major and neighborhood newspapers and provides a
chronological record of Miami local government and its development through the period 1953-65.

Restrictions on access

This collection is open for research, but is kept in an off campus storage facility. Please allow up to 72
hours for delivery of requested materials.

Conditions governing use

Thomas J. Wood Papers Finding Aid © 1994 University of Miami. Requests to reproduce or publish
materials from this collection should be directed to asc.library@miami.edu.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Description identifier: ArchonInternalCollectionID:139

Access points

• Dade County (Fla.). Board of County Commissioners
• Dade County (Fla.). Board of Public Instruction
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• Clippings (documentary form)
• Letters (documentary form)
• Minutes (documentary form)
• Reports (documentary form)
• Transcripts (documentary form)
• City planning -- Florida -- Miami-Dade County (subject)
• Miami (Florida) -- History -- 20th century (place)
• Miami (Florida) -- Politics and government -- 20th century (place)
• Miami-Dade County (Fla.) -- History (place)
• Miami-Dade County (Fla.) -- Politics and government (place)

Series descriptions

Series id175318: Miami Local Government Papers

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id175319 File - 1
id175321 File - Bibliographies 1945-57 1 1
id175320 File - Board of County Commissioners

Ordinances: General
1957-60 1 2

id175322 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: General

1957-60 1 3

id175323 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Budget

1957-59 1 4

id175324 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Budget

1957-59 1 5

id175325 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Cities and Towns

1957-60 1 6

id175326 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Health

1957-59 1 7

id175327 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Hospitals

1957-59 1 8

id175328 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Interama

1955 1 9

id175329 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Metro Court and Public
Defende

1957-59 1 10

id175330 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Parks and Recreation

1957-59 1 11

id175331 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Penal Code

1958-59 1 12

id175332 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Personnel

1957-58 1 13
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id175333 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Planning

1957-59 1 14

id175334 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Port Authority

1959 1 15

id175335 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Public Safety

1957-59 1 16

id175336 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Public Utilities

1958-60 1 17

id175337 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Public Works

1957-59 1 18

id175338 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Schedule of 1959

1 19

id175339 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Traffic and Transport

1957-60 1 20

id175340 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Transit Authority

1960 1 21

id175341 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Urban Renewal

1960 1 22

id175342 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Welfare

1957-59 1 23

id175343 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Zoning and Building

1957-62 1 24

id175344 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Zoning and Building

1957-62 1 25

id175345 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Zoning and Building

1957-62 1 26

id175346 File - 2
id175347 File - Board of County Commissioners

Ordinances: Resolutions
1961 2 1

id175348 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Tax Districts

1958-60 2 2

id175349 File - Board of County Commissioners
Ordinances: Traffic code, transport and
auto tags

2 3

id175350 File - Board of Public Instruction
Minutes

1957-65 2 4

id175351 File - Board of Public Instruction
Minutes

1957-65 2 5

id175352 File - Board of Public Instruction
Minutes

1957-65 2 6

id175353 File - Dade County: Pre-consolidation
move

1945 2 7

id175354 File - Dade County: Pre-consolidation
move

1947 2 8

id175355 File - 3
id175356 File - Dade County: Pre-Consolidation

move
1953 3 1

id175357 File - Dade County: Grand Jury Reports 1952-59 3 2
id175358 File - Dade County: Grand Jury Reports 1952-59 3 3
id175359 File - Dade County: Grand Jury Reports 1952-59 3 4
id175360 File - Dade County: Grand Jury Reports 1952-59 3 5
id175361 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:

Assessments
1946-55 3 6
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id175362 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:
Assessments

1946-55 3 7

id175363 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Bond
Issues

1946-53 3 8

id175364 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Criminal
Court

1953-54 3 9

id175365 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Finances 1945-55 3 10
id175366 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Law

Enforcement
1943-57 3 11

id175367 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:
Metropolitan Problems

1953-55 3 12

id175368 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Planning
and zoning

3 13

id175369 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Politics 1946-54 3 14
id175370 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Roads

and traffic
1955 3 15

id175371 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: Schools 1947 3 16
id175372 File - Dade County Pre-Metro: South

Bay Causeway
1953 3 17

id175373 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:
Miscellaneous Forms

1953-55 3 18

id175374 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:
Miscellaneous Forms

1953-55 3 19

id175375 File - 4
id175376 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:

Miscellaneous Forms
1955-56 4 1

id175377 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:
Miscellaneous Forms

1955-56 4 2

id175378 File - Dade County Pre-Metro:
Miscellaneous Forms

1955-56 4 3

id175379 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
By-laws

1947-57 4 4

id175380 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
City Manager

1947-1953 4 5

id175381 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
City Manager

1947-1953 4 6

id175382 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
County home rule and metropolitan
government

4 7

id175383 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Decline

4 8

id175384 File - 5
id175385 File - Dade County Research Foundation:

Finances
1957-58 5 1

id175386 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Membership

1952-58 5 2

id175387 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Miami Government Scandals

5 3

id175388 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Minutes and committees

5 4

id175389 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Newsletters

5 5

id175390 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Newsletters

5 6
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id175391 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Reports and Scripts

5 7

id175392 File - Dade County Research Foundation:
Resignations

5 8

id175535 File - McLeod Amendment: General 5 9
id175536 File - McLeod Amendment: League of

Municipalities
5 10

id175537 File - McLeod Amendment Literature:
Anti-Amendment

5 11

id175538 File - McLeod Amendment Literature:
Pro-Amendment

5 12

id175539 File - McLeod Amendment Literature:
Propaganda

5 13

id175540 File - McLeod Amendment Literature:
WTVJ Editorials

5 14

id175541 File - Metro Activities: Communication 5 15
id175543 File - Metro Activities: Welfare 5 16
id175544 File - County Manager: General 5 17
id175545 File - 6
id175546 File - County Managers: Calendars 6 1
id175547 File - League of Women Voters 6 2
id175548 File - Metro Commissioners 6 3
id175549 File - Metro Legal Committee 6 4
id175550 File - Metro Personnel 6 5
id175552 File - Port Authority 6 6
id175553 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Annexation 6 7
id175554 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Autonomy

Amendment
6 8

id175555 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Budget and
Finance

6 9

id175556 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Building
and Zoning

6 10

id175557 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Cities 6 11
id175558 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Commission 6 12
id175559 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Courts 6 13
id175560 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Legal 6 14
id175561 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Manager 6 15
id175562 File - Metro Clipping Diary:

Miscellaneous
6 16

id175563 File - Metro Clipping Diary:
Organizations

6 17

id175564 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Ordinances 6 18
id175565 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Parks 6 19
id175566 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Personnel 6 20
id175567 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Planning 6 21
id175568 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Port

Authority
6 22

id175569 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Public
Health

6 23

id175570 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Safety 6 24
id175571 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Utilities 6 25
id175572 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Welfare 6 26
id175573 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Works 6 27
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id175574 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Road
Building

6 28

id175575 File - Metro Clipping Diary: Tax
Assessment

6 29

id175576 File - Metro Clipping Diary:
Transportation

6 30

id175577 File - Metro Clipping Diary:
Undesignates

6 31

id175578 File - 7
id175579 File - Metropolitan Miami Municipal

Board: Campaign
7 1

id175580 File - Metropolitan Miami Municipal
Board: Minutes

7 2

id175581 File - Metropolitan Miami Municipal
Board: Correspondence

7 3

id175582 File - Metropolitan Miami Municipal
Board: General

7 4

id175583 File - Metropolitan Miami Municipal
Board: General

7 5

id175584 File - Metropolitan Miami Municipal
Board: General

7 6

id175585 File - Record of Minutes: 3M and Charter
Board

7 7

id175586 File - Public Administration Service 7 8
id175587 File - 8
id175588 File - Metro Charter Board 8 1
id175589 File - Charter Board: Securing of

Attorneys
8 2

id175590 File - Charter Board: Comments on
Board

8 3

id175591 File - Charter Board: Finances 8 4
id175592 File - Charter Board: Finances 8 5
id175593 File - Charter Board: General

Information
8 6

id175594 File - Charter Board: Biographies 8 7
id175595 File - Charter Board: Correspondence 8 8
id175596 File - Charter Board: Home Rule and

Charter Statements
8 9

id175597 File - Charter Board: Public Relations -
Flynn and Fox Contracts

8 10

id175598 File - Charter Board: Revision
Suggestions

8 11

id175599 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 12
id175600 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 13
id175601 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 14
id175602 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 15
id175603 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 16
id175604 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 17
id175605 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 18
id175608 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 19
id175609 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 20
id175610 File - Dade County Charter Drafts 8 21
id175611 File - Division of Powers between

County and Cities
8 22
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id175612 File - Minutes of Executive Committee
Meetings: Charter Board

December 5,
1955

8 23

id175613 File - Charter Board Minutes and
Hearings: Letters of Recommendations
for Manager

8 24

id175614 File - First Charter Board Minutes 07/1955-06/1957 8 25
id175615 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - General:

Favorable Metro
8 26

id175616 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - General:
Opposition Metro

8 27

id175617 File - 9
id175618 File - 10
id175619 File - 11
id175620 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - General:

Public Hearings
11 1

id175621 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - General:
Speeches and Scripts

11 2

id175622 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - General:
Summary

11 3

id175623 File - Propaganda/Evaluations -
Disinterested Parties: Other Cities and
States

11 4

id175624 File - Propaganda/Evaluations -
Disinterested Parties: Experts and
Organizations

11 5

id175625 File - Propaganda/Evaluations -
Interested Parties: Chamber of
Commerce and other business
organizations

11 6

id175626 File - Propaganda/Evaluations -
Interested Parties: Summary

11 7

id175627 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Civic
Organizations

11 8

id175774 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: County
Commissioners

11 9

id175775 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Dade County
Research Foundation

11 10

id175776 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Dade League
of Municipalities

11 11

id175777 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Financial
Institutions

11 12

id175778 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Individuals

11 13

id175779 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Labor

11 14

id175780 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Lawyers

11 15

id175781 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Officials

11 16
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id175782 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizations and Groups: Retail
Merchants

11 17

id175783 File - Propaganda/Evaluations - Other
Organizatoins and Groups: Tax payers
and civic improvement organizations

11 18

id175784 File - 12
id175785 File - University of Miami Impact Study

- Chronologies: Administration
12 1

id175786 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Chronologies: Budget

12 2

id175787 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Charter Amendments

12 3

id175788 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- County Manager: County Commission

12 4

id178682 File - Univeristy of Miami Impact Study
- County Commission: Analysis

12 5

id178683 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- County Commission: Breakdown

12 6

id178684 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Count-City Relations

12 7

id178685 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- McLeod Amendment

12 8

id178686 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Metro court

12 9

id178687 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Public Safety Department

12 10

id178688 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Water and Sewer

12 11

id178689 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Questionnaires and Dade County
Research Foundation Report

12 12

id178690 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Assessments

12 13

id178691 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Home Ownership
Costs

12 14

id178692 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Bal Harbour

12 15

id178693 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Bay Harbor

12 16

id178694 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Biscayne Park

12 17

id178709 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Coral Gables

12 18

id178710 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Dade County

12 19

id178711 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities - El
Portal

12 20
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id178712 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Florida City

12 21

id178713 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Golden Beach

12 22

id178714 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Hialeah

12 23

id178715 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Hialeah Gardens

12 24

id178716 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Homestead

12 25

id178718 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Indian Creek

12 26

id178719 File - 13
id178720 File - University of Miami Impact Study

- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Medley

13 1

id178721 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Miami

13 2

id178722 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Miami Beach

13 3

id178764 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Miami Shores

13 4

id178765 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Miami Springs

13 5

id178766 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
North Bay Village

13 6

id178767 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
North Miami

13 7

id178768 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
North Miami Beach

13 8

id178773 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Opalocka

13 9

id178774 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Pennsuco

13 10

id178775 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
South Miami

13 11

id178776 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Surfside

13 12
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id178777 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Sweetwater

13 13

id178778 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
Virginia Gardens

13 14

id178779 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Individual Cities -
West Miami

13 15

id178780 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Insurance

13 16

id178781 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Septic Tanks

13 17

id178782 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Utilities

13 18

id178783 File - University of Miami Impact Study
- Statistics -- Cities: Vital Statistics

13 19

Series id178784: Newspaper Clippings

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id178785 File - Apr 1953-Dec

1957
14

id178786 File - July 1957-Jun
1958

15

id178787 File - Jun 1958-Oct
1958

16

id178788 File - Oct 1958-Jan
1959

17

id178789 File - Jan 1959-Apr
1959

18

id178790 File - Apr 1959-May
1959

19

id178792 File - May 1959-Jul
1959

20

id178793 File - Jul 1959-Sep
1959

21

id178800 File - Oct 1959-Dec
1959

22

id178801 File - Jan 1960-Jun
1960

23

id178802 File - Jul 1960-May
1961

24

id178803 File - Apr 1961-Nov
1961

25

id178804 File - Dec 1961-May
1962

26
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id178805 File - May 1962-Aug
1962

27

id178806 File - Aug 1962-Feb
1963

28

id178807 File - Mar 1963-Jul
1963

29

id178814 File - Aug 1963-Jan
1964

30

id178815 File - Jan 1964-Jun
1964

31

id178816 File - Jul 1964-Jan
1965

32

id178817 File - Mar 1965-Jun
1965

33

id178818 File - Jul 1965-Jan
1966

34

id178819 File - Feb 1966-May
1966

35

id178820 File - Neighborhood Newspapers 1957-64 36
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