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ASM0072 Henry Field papers

Summary information

Repository: University of Miami Special Collections

Title: Henry Field papers

ID: ASM0072

Date: 1943-1974 (date of creation)

Date: 1943-1945 (date of creation)

Physical description: Boxes

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

American anthropologist Henry Field studied in England, graduating from Oxford University in 1925. He
worked as Assistant Curator of Physical Anthropology in the Field Museum of Natural History, and held
the position of Curator, 1934-41. Field participated in several of the Museum's Near East expeditions.
In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Field to join his staff as anthropologist and personal
advisor. Field became a member of the Special Intelligence Unit of the White House, and director of the
"M" project, a study of world population, migration and settlement undertaken to provide data for shaping
post-war relocation strategies. Henry Field eventually published the 666 studies following declassification
of the files in 1960. He also wrote a history of his experiences, entitled The "M" Project and The Track of
Man, Volume 2: The White House Years.
Throughout his career, Field participated in archaeological expeditions in Europe, Africa, Mongolia and
southwest Asia. He also led expeditions to Europe, the North Arabian Desert, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi
Arabia. He was a member of the University of California African Expedition (1947-48), and the Peabody
Museum- Harvard Expedition to the Near East and Pakistan. In 1966 he joined the University of Miami
faculty, and edited, wrote and published a number of anthropological studies through his "Field Research
Reports."
Field, the recipient of many honors and awards, was a research fellow in physical anthropology at Harvard
from 1950-69, and an honorary member of the Glasgow Archaeological Society. He also joined several
foreign scientific societies and organizations in the United States and other countries. His publications
include the following works on southwest: Useful Plants and Drugs of Iran and Iraq, The Anthropology of
Iraq and Bibliographies on South West Asia I-VIII. He also published Contributions to the Anthropology
of the Caucasus, The Track of Man, Arabian Desert Tales, Mongolia Diary and Mongolia Today, Trail
Blazers and other works.
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Scope and content

The Henry Field Papers include the page proofs of the "M" project for FDR, a study of world population,
migration and settlement undertaken to provide data for shaping post-war relocation strategies.  The
"M" Project papers contain the 666 studies done under the name as well as the history of the project.
  Franklin D. Roosevelt conceived the "M" project in 1940.  The president believed that "...at the Paris
Peace Conference decisions were made without adequate basic information," and intended the "M"
Project studies to assist in relocating displaced groups after World War II in order to help prevent future
conflicts. 
Each of the "M" project studies originally included a brief summary, a longer summary with conclusions
and a complete text. Six series including Reports, Translations, Memoranda, Administrative and Special
Studies, comprised the final project report.
In the Report Series of the publication, Field includes summaries of reports which deal with population
and settlement studies in specific areas as well as more general studies such as "Displacements of
Population in Europe" concerning refugee problems created by World War I. (R-53, p. 41) The
Translation Series, translated mainly from Russian and Japanese, concerns agriculture, colonization,
population, industry and immigration in Russia, Japan and other countries. The Memorandum Series
contains data on specific issues; many involve the Jewish population of European countries and others
relate to the Palestine and Transjordan areas.The Lecture Series contains lectures given in New York City
in 1944 on modern migrations (L1-L6), on immigration laws and policies (L7-L17) and Jewish migration
agencies and organizations. Field states that the Administrative Series related primarily to the problems
of Nazi Germany and included a section on "Women in Nazi Germany."  He identifies the authors,
Dr. and Mrs. Kempner, and explains that he did not write summaries for the studies "Since this series
is completely out of date..."(p. 325)  The summaries of only two studies appear in the Special Series. 
Both concern immigration problems in Russia.  President Truman terminated the "M" Project before the
completion of this series.
The Field papers also include manuscripts for three of the Field Research Reports.  The first, an
"Archaeological Report on North Arabian Desert Flint Implements" relates to a Peabody Field Museum
expedition of 1928 and includes numerous prints of expedition photographs.  The remaining manuscripts
include an introduction to "Contributions to the Ancient History of the USSR..." reporting on a Peabody
Museum expedition of 1960 and Field's "Mongolian Tour: A Personal Diary" published as a field research
report in 1974.

Notes

Title notes

Arrangement

Each of the "M" project studies originally included a brief summary, a longer summary with
conclusions and a complete text. Six series including Reports, Translations, Memoranda,
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Administrative and Special Studies, comprised the final project report.  The "M" project papers are
arranged accordingly.
The Field manuscripts comprise a second series in the collection.

Restrictions on access

This collection is open for research, but is kept in an off campus storage facility. Please allow up to 72
hours for delivery of requested materials.

Conditions governing use

Henry Field Papers Finding Aid © 1994 University of Miami. Requests to reproduce or publish
materials from this collection should be directed to asc.library@miami.edu.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Description identifier: ArchonInternalCollectionID:96

Access points

• Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945 (subject)
• Manuscripts (documentary form)
• Reports (documentary form)
• Emigration and immigration -- Europe (subject)
• Migration, Internal -- Europe (subject)
• Population -- Statistics -- Europe -- 20th century (subject)
• Reconstruction (1939-1951) -- Europe. (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 (subject)

Series descriptions

Series id370055: "M" Project Files

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id370056 File - 1
id370057 File - 1 1
id370058 File - 1 2
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id370504 File - 1 3
id370505 File - 1 4
id370506 File - 1 5
id370507 File - 1 6
id370508 File - 1 7
id370509 File - 2
id370510 File - 2 8
id370511 File - 2 9
id370529 File - 2 10
id370678 File - 2 11
id370679 File - 2 12
id370680 File - 2 13
id370681 File - 3
id370682 File - 3 14
id370683 File - 3 15
id370684 File - 3 16
id370685 File - 3 17
id370686 File - 3 18
id370687 File - 3 19
id370688 File - 4
id370689 File - 4 20
id370690 File - 4 21
id370691 File - 4 22
id370692 File - 4 23
id370693 File - 4 24
id370694 File - 4 25
id370695 File - 4 26
id370696 File - 5
id370697 File - 5 27
id370698 File - 5 28
id370699 File - 5 29
id370700 File - 5 30
id370701 File - 5 31
id370702 File - 5 32
id370703 File - 5 33
id370704 File - 6
id370705 File - 6 34
id370706 File - 6 35
id370707 File - 6 36
id370708 File - 6 37
id370709 File - 6 38
id370710 File - 6 39
id370711 File - 6 40
id370712 File - 6 41
id370713 File - 6 42
id370714 File - 6 43
id370715 File - 6 44
id370728 File - 6 45
id370729 File - 7
id370730 File - 7 46
id370731 File - 7 47
id370732 File - 8
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id370733 File - 8 48
id370734 File - 8 49
id370735 File - 8 50
id370736 File - 8 51
id370737 File - 8 52
id370738 File - 8 53
id370747 File - 9
id370739 File - 9 54
id370740 File - 9 55
id370741 File - 9 56
id370742 File - 9 57
id370743 File - 9 58
id370745 File - 9 59
id370746 File - 9 60
id370748 File - 10
id370749 File - 10 61
id370750 File - 10 62
id370751 File - 10 63
id370752 File - 10 64
id370753 File - 10 65
id370754 File - 10 66
id370756 File - 11
id370757 File - 11 67
id370758 File - 11 68
id370760 File - 11 69
id370761 File - 11 70
id370762 File - 11 71
id370763 File - 11 72
id370764 File - 11 73
id370765 File - 12
id370766 File - 12 74
id370767 File - 12 75
id370768 File - 12 76
id370769 File - 12 77
id370770 File - 13
id370771 File - 13 78
id370772 File - 13 79
id370774 File - 13 80
id370775 File - 13 81
id370776 File - 13 82
id370779 File - 14
id370777 File - 14 83
id370778 File - 14 84
id370780 File - 14 85
id370781 File - 14 86
id370782 File - 14 87
id370783 File - 14 88
id370784 File - 15
id370785 File - 15 89
id370786 File - 15 90
id370787 File - 15 91
id370788 File - 15 92
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id370789 File - 15 93
id370790 File - 15 94
id370791 File - 16
id370792 File - 16 95
id370793 File - 16 96
id370794 File - 16 97
id370795 File - 16 98
id370796 File - 16 99
id370797 File - 16 100
id370798 File - 17
id370799 File - 17 101
id370800 File - 17 102
id370862 File - 17 103
id370863 File - 17 104
id370864 File - 17 105
id370865 File - 17 106
id370866 File - 18
id370867 File - 18 107
id370868 File - 18 108
id370869 File - 18 109
id370870 File - 18 110
id370871 File - 18 111
id370872 File - 19
id370881 File - 19 112
id370882 File - 19 113
id370883 File - 19 114
id370873 File - 20
id370874 File - 20 115
id370875 File - 20 116
id370876 File - 20 117
id370878 File - 20 118
id370879 File - 20 119
id370880 File - 20 120
id370912 File - 21
id370913 File - 21 121
id370915 File - 21 122
id370916 File - 21 123
id370917 File - 21 124
id370918 File - 21 125
id370919 File - 22
id370920 File - 22 126
id370921 File - 22 127
id370922 File - 22 128
id370923 File - 22 129
id370924 File - 23
id370925 File - 23 130
id370926 File - 23 131
id370927 File - 23 132
id370928 File - 23 133
id370929 File - 23 134
id370930 File - 23 135
id370931 File - 23 136
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id370932 File - 23 137
id370933 File - 24
id370934 File - 24 138
id370935 File - 24 139
id370936 File - 24 140
id370937 File - 24 141
id370938 File - 24 142
id370939 File - 24 143
id370940 File - 24 144
id370941 File - 25
id370942 File - 25 145
id370943 File - 25 146
id370944 File - 25 147
id370945 File - 25 148
id370946 File - 25 149
id370947 File - 26
id370948 File - 26 150
id370949 File - 26 151
id370950 File - 26 152
id370951 File - 26 153
id370952 File - 26 154
id370953 File - 26 155
id370954 File - 26 156
id370955 File - 27
id370956 File - 27 157
id370957 File - 27 158-159
id370958 File - 27 160
id370960 File - 28
id370961 File - 28 161
id370962 File - 28 162
id370963 File - 28 163
id370964 File - 28 164
id370965 File - 28 165
id370966 File - 28 166
id370967 File - 29
id370968 File - 29 167
id370969 File - 29 168
id370970 File - 29 169
id370971 File - 29 170
id370972 File - 29 171
id370973 File - 30
id370974 File - 30 172
id370975 File - 30 173
id370976 File - 30 174
id370977 File - 30 175
id370978 File - 30 176
id371014 File - 31
id371015 File - 31 177
id371016 File - 31 178-179
id371018 File - 31 180
id371019 File - 31 181
id371020 File - 31 182
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id371021 File - 32
id371022 File - 32 183
id371023 File - 32 184
id371024 File - 32 185
id371025 File - 32 186
id371026 File - 32 187
id371027 File - "Report on Trinidad, British West

Indies," March 3, 1944
32 188

id371028 File - Page proofs 1962 32 189
id371029 File - Page proofs 1962 32 190
id371030 File - Page proofs 1962 32 191
id371031 File - Page proofs 1962 32 192
id371032 File - Page proofs 1962 32 193
id371033 File - Page proofs 1962 32 194
id371034 File - "Population and Migration

Trends," Atlas
32 195

Series id371035: Writings

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
id371042 File - 34
id371036 File - "Archaeological Report on North

Arabian Desert Flint Implements"
1933 34 196

id371037 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 34 197

id371038 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 34 198

id371039 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 34 199

id371040 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 34 200

id371041 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 34 201

id371043 File - 35
id371044 File - "Archaeological Report on North

Arabian Desert Flint Implements"
1933 35 202

id371045 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 35 203

id371046 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 35 204

id371047 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 35 205

id371048 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 35 206

id371049 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 35 207

id371050 File - "Archaeological Report on North
Arabian Desert Flint Implements"

1933 35 208
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id371051 File - "Contributions to the Ancient
History of the USSR..."

1960 35 209

id371052 File - "Mongolian Tour: A Personal
Diary"

1974 35 210

id371053 File - "Mongolian Tour: A Personal
Diary"

1974 35 211

id371054 File - "Mongolian Tour: A Personal
Diary"

1974 35 212

id371055 File - "Mongolian Tour: A Personal
Diary"

1974 35 213

id371056 File - "Mongolian Tour: A Personal
Diary"

1974 35 214
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